PROFESSOR GEORGE MURDOCH

1920-2004
Emeritus Professor George Murdoch, President of the International Society for Prosthetics and Orthotics from 1977 to 1980, died on 17th July 2004 in Dundee, Scotland at the age of eighty-three.
One of the best known and most resp&ted members of the Society, he was enomously influential both nationally and internationally in the development of prosthetics and orthotics and of treatment by the clinic team. He was a gifted surgeon, teacher and leader with the ability to make things happen. George was a medical graduate of St Andrew's University who went on to specialise in orthopaedic surgery and to enjoy a long and distinguished career culminating in his appointment as Professor of Orthopaedic and Traumatic Surgery in the University of Dundee in 1976. The real focus of his interest and his professional career, however, was the amputee, the musculoskeletally impaired and their rehabilitation. He brought enthusiasm and excitement to an "a viewed by many of his contemporaries as mundane and routine. His vision was clearer. When ' he was appointed as Limb Fitting Surgeon to the Scottish Eastern Regional Hospital Board in 1955, he discovered that limb fitting was a backwater which had been stagnant for years. With , the aid of prestigious fellowships won from the British Orthopaedic Association and the World Health Organisation he set about searching for the best the world had to offer and brought it back to be applied by him in his native Scotland.
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By the mid-nineteen-sixties he had established in Broughty Ferry a purpose designed rehabilitation facility which even now could serve as a model for best practice. Recognising the need to keep new ideas and information flowing in, he set up annual international scientific meetings based in Dundee and Broughty Ferry which became world renowned and which resulted in the publication of source text books which remained essential reference works for many years.
This simplified synopsis of his success in his own region conceals the enormous amount of work he had to do at local and national level to persuade, influence and coerce health and hospital boards and government organisations of the way forward. In the United Kingdom he chaired or as a member influenced virtually every major committee or working group in this field. He was Advisor on Prosthetics and Orthotics to the Scottish Home and Health Department and Chairman of the Scottish Standing Committee on Prosthetics and Orthotics. He was Chairman of the Board and Visiting Professor of the National Centre for Training and Education in Prosthetics and Orthotics, University of Strathclyde and Visiting Professor of Bioengineering in the same University. His major contribution to orthopaedic science was recognised by the University in 1989 in his appointment as Honorary Doctor of Science.
Although George was a Scottish Nationalist he was also an internationalist, believing in the need to ensure a free flow of ideas and information and recognising the value of this to all involved. He was also a passionate believer in the clinic team and the enhanced treatment it could provide to his patients. It was therefore natural that he saw in Knud Jansen a kindred spirit and became with him one of the founder members of ISPO. George was the dynamo in the formative years of the Society' driving it to even greater activity and influence. He served the Society in many capacities, President, of course from 1977 to 1980 but also as Chairman of the Standing Committee on Research, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Education and as Secretary General of the London World Congress. He also chaired many of the Society's workshops and consensus conferences. He was instrumental in initiating the International Standards Organisation's work on testing and terminology.
It is impossible in a brief page or so to encapsulate the activity, the energy, the impact. that was George Murdochhis love of language, his many published papers, his teaching using beautifully made films of his faultless amputation techniques, the many prestigious guest lectures that he gave including the James Syme Memorial Lecture and the McKeown Lecture in the Royal College of Surgeons, Edinburgh, the Knud Jansen Lecture in London and the Patrik Hagland Lecture in the Karolinska Institute, Stockholm. He did not suffer fools gladly but he could always make additional time for someone from a developing country to seek support and arrange a fellowship so that their patients could benefit from his experience. Many of us owe him a debt of gratitude for his help, support and guidance. Our Society is diminished by his passing. George is survived by his beloved wife Betty, their five children and the wider family of whom he was the patriarch. We join them in their sorrow.
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